
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1070
Main Petitioner: Sandra Hogg on behalf of the Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations 
Subject: Calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to 
recognise the importance of village and community halls in rural Scotland and 
to (a) create a Scottish Halls Fund to refurbish or modernise community 
buildings to increase the level of community use and improve the range and 
quality of services provided; (b) fund a Village Halls Support Service; (c) 
create a fair relief scheme for water charges for charities that will maintain the 
exemption beyond 2010; and (d) work with appropriate partners to cut 
regulatory burdens and support the interests of Hall Committees. 
 
Background 
 
The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) seeks to advance 
the values and shared interests of the voluntary sector.  There are currently 
more than 2000 community and village halls across Scotland.   
 
The SCVO’s Halls for All campaign highlights the role that village halls and 
community buildings play in Scotland’s rural communities and urges the 
Government to aid their survival by boosting financial support and cut red tape 
by making this investment part of their Rural Development Policy.  One of the 
key areas of concern is the cost of water charges beyond 2010.   
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
A recent PQ provides details of the intentions of the Scottish Government 
towards funding for village halls: 
 

S3W-3191 - Alasdair Allan (Western Isles) (SNP) (Date Lodged 13 
August 2007): To ask the Scottish Executive what ongoing support it 
will provide to address the maintenance backlog for village halls across 
the country. 
 
Answered by Richard Lochhead (3 September 2007): Rural 
community groups will be able to access support through the Scotland 
Rural Development Programme 2007-13 which the Executive has 
submitted to Brussels. Before any of the available funds can be spent, 
the programme needs to be approved by the European Commission. 
Approval is expected later this year.  
 
The programme contains a specific measure, worth £32 million over 
seven years, to help provide leisure, recreation, sporting, catering and 
other rural community services and facilities, including village halls. 
Arrangements for applying for such support under a Rural 
Development Contract will be published later this year. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1070.htm


 

There will also be new opportunities for rural community groups to 
benefit from LEADER. Some £41 million has been earmarked over the 
seven year programme to support service provision, including village 
halls and other community. 

 
A two year programme relevant to funding for village halls, the Rural 
Development Small Awards Fund, closed on 29 September 2007.   
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
A Members Debate on community and village halls took place on 1 February 
2006.  The motion debated was: 
 

That the Parliament notes with concern the increased costs of water 
charges paid by new village and community halls and that these will 
also be imposed on older halls after 2010; recognises that these halls 
play a vital role as the hub of the community by providing a venue for 
educational classes, Scottish dancing, recreation, Scottish Women's 
Rural Institute meetings, keep-fit classes, youth clubs, scouts, brownies 
and other activities; believes that these charges to charitable 
organisations are an undue burden on local rural communities in 
Angus; notes that the Scottish Executive has partly funded numerous 
new halls and refurbishments for many more which has caused an 
increase in the rateable value burden, and believes that the Executive 
should extend the exemption scheme to all community and village halls 
with charitable status and introduce legislation to reinstate the 
exemption for community and village halls which have charitable 
status. 

 
The Official report can be accessed at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament
/or-06/sor0201-02.htm#Col22947
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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